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which run to very fine points as if cut in this way, are bar-
red bufi and dark brown, with a beautiful pink and green
wash when freshly grown, according to Jerdon. I have}
however, once seen it even in a stuffed specimen.
The hen is mottled buff and dark brown as in the larger
species ; and the male in winter plumage resembles her,
but always retains some white on the 'c shoulder ''
of the wing. He is noticeably smaller than she is, being
only a foot and-a-half long, with the wing nearly eight
inches, shank three and a half, and bill two. The hen
will be two inches longer, with a wing of nine and a half
inches. The eyes, feet, etc., are coloured much as in the
larger species.
The Leek, although a purely Indian bird like the larger
Florican, has a wider range and is more inclined to wander
than that species, as it may be found at times anywhere
from the base of the Himalayas to the end of the Penin-
sula. Usually, however, it breeds in the north and
winters in the South. One specimen has even straggled
to Arrakan, but it is not normally found east of the Bay
of Bengal, nor does it occur in Ceylon.
It frequents grass of moderate height or sometimes
crops, feeding largely on insects. The breeding-season
varies according to the locality, being chiefly in September
and October in the north, and April and May in the south.
Three or four eggs are laid, olive with darker mottlmgs, and
nearly two inches long. The ^breeding cock has a habit
of springing up above the grass much as does the other
species, at which time he utters a peculiar croak. Although
not so good as the large Florican, the Leek is excellent
for the table; but this is no reason for shooting it out of
season, as is too often done. It is certainly tantalizing to
sportsmen to have the birds breeding in their district and
then going off somewhere else for other people to shoot;
but two wrongs don't make a right, and if the birds forget

